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“Our mission is to improve the quality of life for individuals and families affected by cancer...”

Warmth for Heart and Body

hile 1 was getting a

warm blanket fora |
patient receiving chemo
the word comforting
immediately came to
mind. Like whenyou are
holding a box of fresh-
ly made Round Rock
doughnuts. Or, feeling
the warmth from a hot
pizza box sitting in your
lap while riding home in the car. When we think
of comfort, we often think of food. However, for
many people receiving chemo therapy their appe-
tite just isn t there. But the need to feel warm is.

Although oncology centers provide blankets for
patients while they are receiving infusions, they
are similar to hospital blankets, plain and white.
Remembering the gift of a colorful afghan she had
been given during her treatment for breast cancer,
Cancer Connection volunteer Lydia Ott called me
with a warm and wonderful idea. She envisioned a
community wide partnership in which afghans are
made as gifts for cancer patients throughout the
greater Austin area. Thus The Blanket Project
was born.

Lydia also envisioned engaging young people in
this activity. Teaming up with Donna Clendennen
and Sandra Smith, both respected leaders with
the Girl Scouts, and the Cadette Girl Scout troops
was a marriage made in heaven. No sew  eece
blankets can be made by people of all ages. These
young girls have now made approximately 150

eece blankets that have been personally distrib-
uted to individuals receiving chemo at local oncol-
ogy clinics and in area hospitals. The look on the
recipient s face is priceless. It is not only the soft,
warm blanket itself that brings up emation, it is
knowing that someone they don t even know cares
about them and is wishing them well. There were
smiles, even tears, hands that put the soft material
against their cheeks, murmurs of comfort, surprise
and joy were heard everywhere. So many patients
communicated with the Director of the appropriate

Service Unit to express
their thanks. That is what
makes such projects so
exciting, so wonderful,
and so rewarding.

A project like this re-
quires help from many
directions. We wish to
thank all of the girls and
especially their wonder-
ful leadership. The purchase of the eece material
was made possible by a generous grant from the
Lower Colorado River Authority. A shout out goes
to the folks at Hancock Fabrics for helping Lydia
make the grant monies stretch a long way. We are
also grateful to several Girl Scout troop leaders
who themselves provided funds for the purchase
of blanket materials.

We extend our appreciation to the Round Rock
\olunteer Center. Early on, they shared extra
hands to make eece blankets with all of us here
in Austin. Also, Ann Randall of The Charity Craft
\olunteer Center was instrumental in organizing
volunteers for the National Day of Service - Texas
honoring the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. on
January 18. Their volunteers made approximately
75 blankets in one day. As others hear of the Blan-
ket Project, they too are coming forward to help
make eece blankets. No matter the season, eece
blankets offer that loving touch for those ghting
cancer each and every day.

Kudos to 23 different Girl Scout troops of the Old
Settlers Service Unit

Girl Scout Troop 2381, Round Rock

Girl Scout Troop 1526 of Austin

Girl Scout Troop 2360 of Round Rock

Cadette Girl Scout Troop 1187 of P ugerville
Cadette Girl Scout Troop 1838 of Buda
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